
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H621 February 22, 2010 
must play in the development of thriving com-
munities. Supervisor Carson has been the 
Chair of the Alameda County Budget 
Workgroup for over 10 years and in that time 
the County has been forced to cut over $2 Bil-
lion out of their budget. Supervisor Carson has 
brought together County Department Heads, 
unions, civic leaders to devise yearly formulas 
for balancing the ever declining budget. The 
County is the safety net for residents and 
through this process will continue to struggle 
to provide much needed life supporting serv-
ices. 

Years before California beget a process of 
dumping state prisoners in local government 
through their early release program, Super-
visor Carson had been attempting to recon-
nect those who are returning from jail or pris-
on in a way that would allow them to become 
productive citizens. 

Supervisor Carson and I have worked close-
ly with other local elected officials to organize 
a yearly event allowing people to have their 
records cleared when appropriate, and provide 
information about other key services hoping to 
curb the rate of recidivism. While his work 
speaks volumes, it is his compassion for peo-
ple that drives his success. Alameda County is 
a microcosm of America’s ethnic and business 
diversity. He uses Alameda County’s diversity 
to its fullest in attempting to bring all voices to 
the decisionmaking process. As he often says 
‘‘the only way one of us survives is if we all 
work together’’. 

These are just a few examples of African- 
American in my district who go to work every-
day determined to improve the lives of those 
who reside in their communities. And today, I 
salute them. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I rise 
this evening in commemoration of Black His-
tory Month as we celebrate and honor the tre-
mendous achievements of African Americans. 

At no time in history has there been a great-
er need to rethink the role of government 
given the current socio-economic conditions of 
African Americans residing within disinvested 
communities wrought with: 

Poor performing schools that fail to provide 
African American children the math, science, 
and reading skills vital to securing jobs in to-
day’s global economy; 

Lack of access to sustainable and gainful 
employment to become productive members 
of society; and lastly, 

Lack of self-sufficiency of income and 
wealth to ensure the well-being of our children 
and our nation. 

In celebration of the resiliency of African 
Americans past and present, as the Chair of 
the Child Welfare Brain Trust, I am hosting a 
forum tomorrow examining the pathways out 
of poverty. 

This forum will introduce a platform to as-
sess the efficacy of human service programs 
in light of current socio-economic and budg-
etary constraints at this crucial time in history. 
As policymakers, we must decide how to ad-
dress the needs of all American families living 
at and below the poverty line, of which Black 
families constitute a disproportionate share. 

We will also examine ways in which select 
federal programs can be realigned to create 
more interagency cooperation and collabora-
tion, especially in light of current budgetary 
constraints. Our nation’s future depends on it. 

As we celebrate Black History Month, we 
celebrate with a forward focus in addressing 
the holistic needs of all Americans. 

Mr. LYNCH. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 1046. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 11, 2010. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, 
U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
Thursday, February 11, 2010 at 5:08 p.m., and 
said to contain a message from the President 
whereby he submits the 2010 Economic Re-
port of the President. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESI-
DENT—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 111–81) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and referred to 
the Joint Economic Committee and or-
dered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

As we begin a new year, the Amer-
ican people are still experiencing the 
effects of a recession as deep and pain-
ful as any we have known in genera-
tions. Traveling across this country, I 
have met countless men and women 
who have lost jobs these past two 
years. I have met small business own-
ers struggling to pay for health care 
for their workers; seniors unable to af-
ford prescriptions; parents worried 
about paying the bills and saving for 
their children’s future and their own 
retirement. And the effects of this re-
cession come in the aftermath of a dec-

ade of declining economic security for 
the middle class and those who aspire 
to it. 

At the same time, over the past two 
years, we have also seen reason for 
hope: the resilience of the American 
people who have held fast—even in the 
face of hardship—to an unrelenting 
faith in the promise of our country. 

It is that determination that has 
helped the American people overcome 
difficult periods in our Nation’s his-
tory. And it is this perseverance that 
remains our great strength today. 
After all, our workers are as productive 
as ever. American businesses are still 
leaders in innovation. Our potential is 
still unrivaled. Our task as a Nation— 
and our mission as an Administra-
tion—is to harness that innovative 
spirit, that productive energy, and that 
potential in order to create jobs, raise 
incomes, and foster economic growth 
that is sustained and broadly shared. 
It’s not enough to move the economy 
from recession to recovery. We must 
rebuild the economy on a new and 
stronger foundation. 

I can report that over the past year, 
this work has begun. In the coming 
year, this work continues. But to un-
derstand where we must go in the next 
year and beyond, it is important to re-
member where we began one year ago. 

Last January, years of irresponsible 
risk-taking and debt-fueled specula-
tion—unchecked by sound oversight— 
led to the near-collapse of our financial 
system. We were losing an average of 
700,000 jobs each month. Over the 
course of one year, $13 trillion of Amer-
icans’ household wealth had evaporated 
as stocks, pensions, and home values 
plummeted. Our gross domestic prod-
uct was falling at the fastest rate in a 
quarter century. The flow of credit, 
vital to the functioning of businesses 
large and small, had ground to a halt. 
The fear among economists, from 
across the political spectrum, was that 
we could sink into a second Great De-
pression. 

Immediately, we took a series of dif-
ficult steps to prevent that catastrophe 
for American families and businesses. 
We acted to get lending flowing again 
so ordinary Americans could get fi-
nancing to buy homes and cars, to go 
to college, and to start businesses of 
their own; and so businesses, large and 
small, could access loans to make pay-
roll, buy equipment, hire workers, and 
expand. We enacted measures to stem 
the tide of foreclosures in our housing 
market, helping responsible home-
owners stay in their homes and helping 
to stop the broader decline in home 
values. 

To achieve this, and to prevent an 
economic collapse, we were forced to 
use authority enacted under the pre-
vious Administration to extend assist-
ance to some of the very banks and fi-
nancial institutions whose actions had 
helped precipitate the turmoil. We also 
took steps to prevent the collapse of 
the American auto industry, which 
faced a crisis partly of its own making, 
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